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~head of the Ceniral Intelligence Agency
was hardly unexpected. His agency, and
its director, had been under some criti-
cism for the Pirates of Penzance act
the CIA staged in the Bay of Pigs last

April. Atid there are those, of the tea

partv school of international intrigue,

who are ‘still critical of our sendlng 8

12 mven Russian territory. Mr. Dulles

v a« ‘1e natural fall guy. His succcssor,,

jehn AL McCone, is of quite a different
strip<_ Ml Dulles had, himself, had wide

cxperionce as a master spy. Mr. Mc- -

Cone's background, at least as .an-
nounced to the public, has been that of
busircssman and hands-above-the-table
cooernmest eofficial.

Nuw that the command of CIA is
chnnging, we may expect new pressures
{.r a revamping of the agency. At the
time of the Cuban disaster, it was point-
¢ out that CTIA should not be both an
intelligence gathering agency and an
operating agency. The British, older
hands- at the intelligence business, sep-

acate the two functions. An intelligence

agency reports what it knows. If action
is taken on this information, it is taken
by another agency. This permits a ques-
- tioning, a doubting, a caution. If the in-
formation is gathered by the agency
hiat must act upon it, the danger is als
ways present that some officlal will not

hesitate sufficiently to believe himself. .

Disaster. as in Cuba, follows too easlly.

De pendmg upon how you look at it,
intelligence can be an heroic ‘or a dirty
business. 1f the irtelligence agent is *
Nathan Hale (or A..en Dulles), it is he-
roic, necessary an.’ in the highest tra-
dition of patriotigm. If the agent is a
Geonsn submarirsr ashord on Long Is-
lind «r a Russgn sympathizer in an

anfigqu shep negt a defense plant, it is
a Ay, gy e gmness. It is especially
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The rcmgnauon of Allen Dulles as

_quite ‘accept, in a free’ country, &
‘ernment- agency that is not; ‘nccountable,
- even to Congress, for its: activities, We

- need nay-sayers, doubters who will. ask

{ !ercn

when the agei!t is oparatlnx not by
of total war but in times ot uneuy. R2Ce
It is shockin¢ ‘when the agent fumpout ,
to be one of our own, perhnps a Fpands gfr:
Powers ﬂying a U2,

Yet these adventures are. necessary
in a restless peace. They do it. We:do
ft. Everybody does it. Our problem is-
made more- difficult because we-can't .
gov-

do not know the names of the employes,
their salaries or how much money they
spend..It is one of the few, perhaps the
only, agency in government that gets 'a § -
blank check and that doesn’t have to say #+
,what it used the money for. This whole ; -
approach is foreign to many Americans, %
;including Sen. William Fulbright. who |
spoke of the “moral problem” of tear-
ing a leaf from the totalitarian book.

" If we are golng to have a secret ine
telligence sgency, and hobody serlously -
suggests we can do without one, then -
we ought to have a good one. The Cuban "%
adventure suggests that we'relamind?¥
the one we have. Is jt true,_as Stew
Alsop and oth-rs have charged, that"CI
officials are so emotionally involved. in
.their own intelligence reports that they
can't view them'with the “cold snd ﬁshy ’
eye” of a separate agency? Don't we, p%

appropriate-questions? It’s one thing to /g
doubt a rival government bureau, qulte*
another to doubt one’s boss .

Now wnh a new man going-in at &
" the top, is the time for a critical re-ex- '
amination of CIA — {f, indeed, we can X,
examine it secretly enough to.protect fins’ .
‘both its mission and the nationtl in- oW
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